
Take A Vacation 
I think summer is here. I am not sure we're 

allowed to say that before May long weekend, but 
I am saying it because the sunburn on the back of 
my head/neck has officially informed me that the 
summer has arrived. My guess for many of us is 
that with its arrival comes some vacation time. 

Like many of you, I look forward to taking some time off with my family and 
spending time at our favourite place, the lake. 
For many of us, vacation is a chance to catch our breath after we have 
been running the race of ministry. For some of us, we come limping into the 
summer months after a gruelling season of ministry. For others, we come 
into the summer months weary and tired. Maybe you come into summer 

feeling good. No matter how you are entering summer, the reality is we all need a rest. 
 Here is my invitation to you as we head into summer. I want to invite you, heck; I want to give you the 

freedom to take a summer vacation and slow down. Would you join me in this? It will be challenging because 
we hate going slow. I know I do. From the slow grocery line to the slow drivers in front of me, which reveals 
how much sanctification I still need, slow is not my speed of choice. 
Even in the summer, as the pace of ministry slows, I want to speed up. Instead of embracing the slow, I push 
against it, filling my time with planning and prep for the fall. Thinking, "I need to make the most of this time!" But 
what if the slow pace of ministry in the summer is actually a gift and an invitation to slow down is a gift from 
God? 

 Remember, our God is the one who created the sabbath and designated the day as holy. He is the one who 

commands us to rest one day a week, to come to a complete stop and put our tools down, close our 
computers, ignore our emails, and relax, knowing that we can rest in the reality that He is sovereign. We can 
rest because He isn't. In making the sabbath, he invites us to slow down. 
So this summer, don't just settle for a great vacation, but discover a slow pace of life. Embrace the slow pace of 
ministry this summer. Don't believe the nagging pressure that you feel you need to run wild. Maybe John Mark 
Comer is right when he said, "There's more to life than an increase in speed. Life is right under our noses, 
waiting to be enjoyed." 

 I pray that we will discover this beautiful reality over the months ahead. 

- Luke Etalamaki
SKMB Discipleship Coach
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A Note from the Moderator 
As I was thinking about what to write for the newsletter my mind kept going back to 

the last part of the SKMB vision statement “We see a Church passionately in love with 
God, led by His Spirit on mission, bringing Jesus’ Gospel of redemption and restoration 
to the four corners of Saskatchewan”.  I then started thinking, what is needed to 
accomplish this. There is a whole list of things that come to mind but for me one jumped 
to the forefront – people.  God chooses to use people to carry His message of 
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EARTHQUAKE in Turkiye & Syria, WAR 
in Ukraine… 

Remembering those who need our 
help. 

CLICK HERE to learn how you can support Ukraine 

CLICK HERE to learn how you can support 
Turkiye and Syria 

CLICK HERE to learn how you can support 
Ukraine

$20,000 Matching Grant!

We have been blessed with a MATCHING GRANT! If you have 
been thinking about supporting Thrive NOW is the time! Your 
gift will be matched by some very generous donors. Every 
dollar will be doubled, if you give $100 - Thrive will receive 
$200, if you give $1,000 Thrive will receive $2000! What an 
amazing opportunity.  
This grant is timely, as we are in great financial need at Thrive 
r ight now. Please read the attachment for fur ther 
financial details:

Click Here to learn more.

Virtual Cafe

This month in our ministry Toolbox, there are 10 
links to consider as ways to grow individually and as 
a pastor, as we head into summer.

Sabbatical 

DM sabbatical May 15 – September 17. 

A sabbatical team will cover his responsibilities as follows: 

CHIEF LIAISON:  Luke Etelamaki 

luke@skmb.ca 

Luke will monitor Director of Ministry emails and respond where 

needed. 

He will also coordinate incoming requests, forwarding or responding as 

needed. 

Lastly, Luke will attend SKMB EB mtgs. 

NATIONAL LIAISON: Rod Schellenberg 

dlt@skmb.ca 

Rod will be the SKMB liaison to CCMBC. 

COMMUNICATIONS: Mike Engbers 

mike@parliamentchurch.com 

Mike will create a monthly newsletter and provide website updates. 

CREDENTIALING:  Rick Schellenberg 

flt@skmb.ca 

SK. JUSTICE OFFICIANT REGISTRATIONS: Ron Dyck 

ron.dyck59@gmail.com 

CRISIS ASSESSMENT/RESPONSE: Scott Siemens 

mst@skmb.ca 

THRIVE AND HORIZON LIAISON: Stephanie Christianson 

sChristianson@horizon.edu 

PASTOR TRANSITIONS: Don Froese  

donald.j.froese@gmail.com

redemption to the world, which includes the four 
corners of Saskatchewan. 
 I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you 

who are serving in some capacity in SKMB 
churches.  Thank you to our pastors and spouses, 
thank you to church leadership, committee members, 
worship teams, teachers, care providers, custodians, 
encouragers, prayer warriors etc. Scripture tells us that 
it takes many parts working together for a body to 
function properly, no parts are not important or 
needed. May God bless you richly in your service to 
Him in whatever capacity you are serving. 
 If you’re not serving in some way, why not consider 

starting. I’ve often heard it said, “I don’t feel spiritual 
enough to serve”. Scripture gives us many examples of 
imperfect people used by God to accomplish great 
things. Do you love Jesus? Then I believe you can be 
of service to Him. I have found in my life that I have 
experienced significant growth in my relationship with 
God when I was serving Him. The need for volunteers 
is great, in the local church and at the conference 
level. Many hands make the work lighter. 
 My prayer for the SKMB is that our churches would 

be passionately in love with God, led by His Spirit on 
mission, bringing  Jesus’ Gospel of redemption and 
restoration to the four corners of Saskatchewan. 
- Gord Schroeder 
SKMB Moderator

Book Review 

Rebuilding Beautiful

Rebuilding Beautiful: welcome what is, dare to 

dream again, and step bravely into what could 

be. Kayla Stoecklein. Nelson Books 2022. 

CLICK HERE to read entire review. 

by David Simpson,  

Associate Pastor, Parliament Community 

Church, Regina

https://mcusercontent.com/77e995f6a536bd55e54b47acc/files/611bb115-96d7-1608-0485-fab07f29a908/March_2023_FInancial_Update.pdf
https://skmb.ca/june-2023-skmb-newsletter-content#review
mailto:luke@skmb.ca
mailto:dlt@skmb.ca
mailto:mike@parliamentchurch.com
mailto:flt@skmb.ca
mailto:ron.dyck59@gmail.com
mailto:mst@skmb.ca
mailto:sChristianson@horizon.edu
mailto:donald.j.froese@gmail.com
https://skmb.ca/june-2023-ministry-toolbox-summer-professional-development/
https://equip.mennonitebrethren.ca
https://multiply.net/team/ukraine
https://donate.mcccanada.ca/cause/syria-and-t%C3%BCrkiye-earthquake-response
https://donate.mcc.org/cause/ukraine-emergency-response

